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Spring 2016 Directions for Completing 

Grade 3 FSA ELA Reading Paper-Based Items 
Test administrators or other school staff will use this handout, along with the accompanying script (available in 

the FSA Portal), to administer required paper-based test item practice sessions to students prior to testing.  

Students may also access this handout on the FSA Portal to practice on their own. 

 

The purpose of this handout is to orient test administrators and students to the possible types of test items that 

may appear on the Grade 3 Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) English Language Arts (ELA) Reading 

assessment. Please note that many actual ELA Reading items and some of the sample items that appear on this 

handout are used in conjunction with a reading passage. Students will use this handout to practice responding to 

the items types, not working the sample items, as the sample passages are not provided. 

 

 

1) For multiple-choice items, choose the best answer from the answer options, and fill in one 

circle for the correct answer. This item type may have three or more answer options. Fill in 

the circle by making a solid mark that completely fills the circle. 

 

Example:  

 
 

2) For multiselect items, select the specified number of correct answers (i.e., more than one) 

from the answer options, and fill in the circles for more than one correct answer. The item 

will make clear how many circles you should fill, so be sure to read the item carefully. This 

item type may have four or more answer options. 

 

Example A: 

 

 

Example B: 
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3) For open response items, read the question carefully, and write your answer in the space 

provided. This item type can be answered in one to two complete sentences. Any writing 

outside the box will not be scored.  

 

Example: 
 

What is one way fire ants use their claws and jaws during a flood? Use 

information from Passage 1 to support your answer. 

 

Write in the space provided below. 
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4) For multi-part items, enter your responses to two or more related questions. The parts of 

the item may be either multiple-choice (one correct answer) or multiselect (more than one 

correct answer), so be sure to read the item carefully to know how many correct answers to 

choose. 

 

Example:  
 

 
 

5) For editing tasks, choose the correct word or phrase to fill in each blank in a passage. For 

each blank, fill in the circle before the correct word or phrase. If you write your answer in 

the blank but do not fill in the circle, your answer will not be scored.  

 

Example: 

 


