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Agenda

• FSA Math

• Ways to pass 3rd grade

• Expectations of Third Grade

• Question Types

• Teachers will provide strategies on 
how to prepare your child at home in 
preparation of the big day

• Questions



What about the 
Math FSA?

English Language 
Arts 

2 Test Days

2 Test Sessions

80 minutes each session

56-60 Test Items

Mathematics

2 Test Days

2 Test Sessions

80 minutes each session

60-64 Test Items



FSA Mathematics 
Test Breakdown

• 17%Fractions

• 35%
Measurement, 

Data, and 
Geometry

• 48%Operation, Algebraic 
Thinking, and 

Numbers in Base 10 



Contents of the FSA Math Test
■ Multiplying and dividing up to 10 
× 10 quickly and accurately, 
including knowing the times 
tables from memory.

■ Solving word problems using 
addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division.

■ Beginning to multiply numbers 
with more than one digit (e.g., 
multiplying 9 × 80)

■ Understanding fractions and 
relating them to the familiar 
system of whole numbers (e.g., 
recognizing that 3⁄1 and 3 are 
the same number)

■ Measuring and estimating 
weights and liquid volumes, and 
solving word problems involving 
these quantities.

■ Reasoning about shapes (e.g., 
all squares are rectangles but 
not all rectangles are squares)

■ Finding areas of shapes, and 
relating area to multiplication 
(e.g., why is the number of 
square
feet for a 9-foot by 7-foot 
room given by the product 9 ×
7?)



Math Test Item Samples 
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Math Test Item Samples 



Resource Websites 
• www.flstandards.org
• www.dadeschools.net
• www.iReady.com
• www.ixl.com
• www.reflexmath.com
• www.thinkcentral.com
• www.brainpopjr.com
• www.fsaassessments.org

http://www.ixl.com/
http://www.ixl.com/
http://www.reflexmath.com/
http://www.thinkcentral.com/
http://www.brainpopjr.com/
http://www.fsaassessments.org/


Expectations of 
Third Grade



• 1.Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) – English Language Arts score of 
Level 2 or higher, 

• or 

• 2. Grade 3 Reading Student Portfolio - performance on each grade 3 
Language Arts Florida Standards rated as acceptable (“good cause” 
criteria), 

• or 

• 3. I-Ready Diagnostic #3 administered prior to the end of the school year 
– reading percentile rank score of 50 or higher.

• or

• 4. Alternative Assessment for Grade 3 Promotion (administered at the end 
of summer reading camps) - reading percentile rank score of 45 or higher 
on the Stanford Achievement Test, 10th Edition (SAT-10),

• or 

• 5. Grade 3 Mid-Year Promotion (administered in the fall, following 
retention) – raw score number correct of 24 or higher on the Iowa Test of 
Basic Skills (ITBS) Level 10.

5 Ways to pass 3rd grade:



Third Grade Reading Portfolio

Florida State provides all third grade students 
an opportunity to complete a portfolio that can 
be used in the event that they do not obtain a 
level 2 or above on the FSA to be promoted to 
the fourth grade. All third grade students 
complete weekly reading assessments provided 
by the State that will make up their portfolio. 
Students are required to show adequate 
mastery of each benchmark in order to pass 
the Portfolio.



Portfolio Assessment 
Security

Portfolio Assessment is a secure test. 
Parents will not be able to view the 
assessments. You will not be aware if 
your child passed or failed until the 
last portion has been administered and 
scored (Possibly June).



Benchmarks being Assessed
Standard Content % 

Assessed 
in FSA

LAFS.3.RL.1.1
LAFS.3.RL.1.2
LAFS.3.RL.1.3
-----------------
LAFS.3.RI.1.1
LAFS.3.RI.1.2
LAFS.3.RI.1.3

Key Idea and Details
•Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of 
text.
•Determine the theme
•Sequence of events

15%-25%

LAFS.3.RL.2.4
LAFS.3.RF.3.3
LAFS.3.RF.4.4
LAFS.3.L.2.3.a
LAFS.3.L.3.4
LAFS.3.L.3.5
LAFS.3.RL.2.5
LAFS.3.RL.2.6

Craft and Structure
•Determine meaning of words 
(literal vs. nonliteral)
•Prefix vs. Suffix
•Determine meaning of unknown 
or multiple meaning words.
•Word relationships
•Point of View

25%-35%



Benchmarks being Assessed
Standard Content % 

Assessed 
in FSA

LAFS.3.RL.3.7
LAFS.3.RL.3.9
-----------------
LAFS.3.RI.3.7
LAFS.3.RI.3.8
LAFS.3.RI.3.9

Integration of Knowledge & 
Ideas

•Explain how illustrations 
contribute to story.
•Compare and contrast the 
themes, settings, and plots of 
stories.
•Compare and contrast

20%-30%

LAFS.3.L1.1
LAFS.3.L.1.2

Language & Editing
•Demonstrate command of 
English grammar.
•Explain and use verb tenses.
•Explain functions of nouns, 
pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and 
adverbs.
•Produce simple, compound, and 
complex sentences.

15%-25%



FSA ELA Reading & Mathematics

• Students in 3rd Grade will take the Florida 
Standards Assessments (FSA) English 
Language Arts (ELA) Reading and 
Mathematics tests.

• There are two sessions for each test – Reading 
and Mathematics – given over two days.

• Students will have 80 minutes to complete 
each session of the FSA Reading and FSA 
Mathematics tests.

18



Session Framework of 
the FSA Reading Test

Grade Session 1 Session 2

3 1-28 29-60
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Reading Test Item Samples 
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Reading Test Item Samples 
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Reading Test Item Samples 
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Reading Test Item Samples 
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Reading Test Item Samples 
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Reading Test Item Samples 
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Question Type What is it Example 
Multiple Choice Items 
(Simple Pimple) 

 

For these items, choose the best answer, and fill 
in one bubble for the correct answer. 
 

 
Multi-select Items 
(M & M) 
 

 

For these items, choose more than one correct 
answer, and fill in the bubbles for more than 
one correct answer. Be sure to read the item 
carefully to know how many correct answers to 
choose. 

 
Graphic Response 
Items 
(Picasso) 
 

For these items, enter your response by 
drawing lines between matching words or 
phrases.  

 
Editing Tasks 
(Fixer Upper) 

 

For editing items, choose the correct word or 
phrase to fill in each blank in a passage. For 
each blank, fill in the bubble before the correct 
word or phrase. If you write your answer in the 
blank but do not fill in the bubble, your answer 
will not be scored. 

 

look 
but 

Students will be taught how to 
answer each of the Question Types.

Two Part Items 
(Brother-Sister) 

 

For these items, the two parts of the item 
may be multiple-choice (one correct 
answer) or multi-select (more than one 
correct answer), so be sure to read the item 
carefully to know how many answers to 
choose. 

 

 



Test Confidentiality…

During breaks and after testing, it’s important 
that students don’t talk about the specific 
test questions with friends, classmates, 
teachers, or other students.
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Invalidation…

During the test, it’s important that students 
do not have a cellphone, smart watch, or 
any electronic device in their possession. If 
the students are found with an electronic 
device during the test , even during the 
break, their test will be invalidated. 

28



Ways to help your 
child succeed 



Ways You Can Help Your Child Succeed

• Make sure your child attends school everyday and on 
time!

• Review homework with your child and make sure they 
are using the test taking strategies learned in class.

• Monitor Independent Silent Reading at home to build 
stamina for reading lengthy passages, including fiction 
and nonfiction.

• Mark down test days on your calendar so you and your 
child are both aware of testing dates.

• Make sure your child gets enough sleep on the night 
before the tests (10-12 hours)



• Make sure that your child gets up early enough so that 
he/she will be on time to school (7:55 AM promptly).  

• Set a back-up alarm clock

• Set up transportation back-up

• Leave all cell phones at home

• Ensure that your child eats a healthy breakfast and 
avoids heavy foods that may make him/her groggy and 
avoid high sugar foods that may make him/her hyper.

• Encourage your child to do well and leave your child on a 
positive note.

• Being anxious about your child’s test is normal.  Help 
your child to stay stress free by remaining calm around 
them and by avoiding conflict the morning of the test.



Thank you for coming!

Together we can ensure your 
child’s success in 3rd Grade!


